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Japan's ASEAN Summit Diplomacy on the 50th Anniversary of
Economic Cooperation

Bai Ruchun

Abstract: Japan's diplomacy toward ASEAN is characterized by policy continuity and economic diplomacy priority. The establishment
of the "Synthetic Rubber Forum" between Japan and ASEAN has become one of the landmark events in which Japan attaches importance
to economic diplomacy with ASEAN. As 2023 marks the 50th anniversary of the Forum, Japan is inviting ASEAN leaders to participate
in the Special Leaders' Meeting to be held in Tokyo, hoping to promote bilateral cooperation with ASEAN countries in a wide range of
fields, including economic and security cooperation, and people—to—people exchanges. Against the backdrop of profound adjustments
in the world pattern and international order, Japan has made a high—profile commemoration of its "friendly cooperation" with ASEAN,
hoping to bring closer relations with ASEAN to support its Indo—Pacific strategy and provide guidance for future bilateral relations. The
trend of Japan—ASEAN relations will have varying degrees of impact on the geopolitical pattern of the Asia—Pacific region, regional
economic cooperation in East Asia, Sino—Japanese relations, and even China—ASEAN relations.

Key Words: Japan-ASEAN Relations; Economic Diplomacy; Special Summit; Indo—Pacific Strategy; East Asian Regional

Cooperation
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