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A Finite Adaptation Analysis of LDP Factions in Japan:
Theory based on the adaptability of political parties

Zheng Xiaoman Zhang Xiaolei

Abstract: Party adaptability refers to a party organization's capacity to respond to environmental challenges and make internal
adjustments. Strong adaptability enables party survival through reforms and transformation, while weak adaptability leads to party
extinction. The influence of factions within the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) has declined from its peak in the 1990s, closely linked to
reforms in political and electoral systems. The stark contrast between the LDP's successful continuation in power through reforms and the
decline of factions is notable. While external factors have had significant impact, the organizational dynamics of factions and collectivist
political culture serve as endogenous drivers in responding to external shocks. The sequence of faction dissolutions triggered by "black
money" scandals does not mark the true end of this distinctive institutional feature.

Key Words: Japanese Politics; Liberal Democratic Party of Japan; Party Adaptation; Political System Reform
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